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Arkansas Academy of Mechanical Engineering (AAME) 
Board Meeting Minutes 

October 11th, 2019 
 

CALL TO ORDER AND OPENING STATE OF THE ORGANIZATION REMARKS 

The October Board Meeting of the Arkansas Academy of Mechanical Engineering was called to order at 10:03 
a.m. CDST on Friday, October 11th 2019, by President Cristine Wolf. President Wolf mentioned in her opening 
remarks that certification of new members would be held at the end of the meeting and would be by board 
members and officers only, per the by-laws. 

IN ATTENDANCE 

Jim Bacon 
Zane Boatwright 
Rick Couvillion 
Barbara Daniels 
Jim Evans 
Bob Harrison 

Melynda Hart 
Jeff Hayes 
Jack Helms 
Will Myers 
Bob Norwood 
 

Darin Nutter 
Pete Opper 
Rob Porbeck 
Darren Talley 
Cristine Wolf 

 
APPROVAL OF BOARD AND ANNUAL MEETING MINUTES 

Secretary Pete Opper presented the minutes of the July 12th, 2019 AAME Annual Business Meeting. He stated 
that no comments or requests for change had been received since Melynda had distributed the draft copy via 
email on Wednesday, October 9th. Zane Boatwright made a motion to approve, President Wolf seconded, and 
the members voted to approve. 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 Treasurer’s Report 

Treasurer Jeff Hayes presented his report, summarizing the quarter ending September 30th, 2019. Treasurer 
Hayes said that Melynda Hart, Rob Porbeck and himself had spent considerable time working on the new 
financial reporting in consideration of the new scholarship endowment. The report format has been updated, 
and clearly defined names have been given to the four financial accounts, with the intention of providing more 
clarity to AAME’s finances. Going forward, Treasurer Hayes’ report will be called the “Treasurer’s 
Income/Expense Report” to differentiate it from the Finance Committee’s Financial Report. The four account 
names, by category, are: 

General Accounts 
1. AAME General Investment Account – Earns higher returns which flow into General Spending Account. 
2. AAME General Spending Account – Earns modest returns, used to pay general AAME expenses. 
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Scholarship Accounts 
3. AAME Scholarship Investment Account – Main account earns higher returns, member contributions are 

deposited here. Returns flow into Scholarship Spending Account. 
4. AAME Scholarship Spending Account – Earns modest returns, used to pay for student scholarships. 

Detailed descriptions for the accounts are documented in a file that was distributed to the membership by email 
this week, and shown below. 

 

Treasurer Hayes continued by pointing out some of the changes in the new Treasurer’s report. The top line lists 
the total amount of the General Accounts balance as of July 1, 2019, which is the start of the new fiscal year. 
Under expenditures, item 4 shows the $100,000 transfer to the Scholarship Investment Account, per direction of 
the AAME Board. This same amount is reflected in balance of the scholarship account section of the report. 
Interest gains for the General Investment Accounts are listed as a separate “gain/loss” line item. Ending balances 
for both the General Investment and General Spending accounts are shown as separate line items indicated the 
location of the funds. The scholarship section of the report is below the horizontal line, and shows separate 
balances for both the Scholarship Investment and Scholarship Spending Accounts. Finally, the last line shows the 
ending balance for the total of all accounts. AAME’s total assets increased from $323,832.72 to $328,190.16 
over the first quarter. There have already been several contributions to the new tiered scholarship program. 
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Treasurer Hayes solicited comments as to any requested changes to the format and said that comments could 
be emailed to him or Melynda. It was clarified that new donations for the endowment go into the investment, 
not the spending account. The Treasurer’s Report is shown below. 

2019-20 1st Quarter Treasurer’s Report 

 

The Scholarship Report is essentially an accounting of the Scholarship Spending Account. The initial balance was 
$630.34 on July 1, 2019, after which $6750 was transferred from the General Spending Account. No funds have 
yet been deposited from Scholarship Investment Account capital gains and interest, since an entire quarter 
hasn’t elapsed since the endowment account was created. The next scholarship report is expected to show 
interest coming in from the endowment account. $6750 was paid out in student scholarships. The balance in this 
account is planned to be kept low, with funds transferred into the account prior to a scholarship check being 
issued. The Scholarship Report is shown below. 
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2019-20 1st Quarter Scholarship Account Report 

 

President Wolf thanked Treasurer Hayes for the work that was accomplished on the new reports, and he in turn 
thanked Rob and Melynda for their work.  

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 Awards and Nominations Committee 

Dr. Rick Couvillion had nothing to report. 

 Conduct and By-Laws Committee Report 

Chairman Zane Boatright said that no changes have been submitted for conduct, by-laws or constitution. He 
then asked if a previous matter was settled as to the induction of non-University of Arkansas graduates, which is 
currently allowed under certain conditions. The question had been posed by an AAME member. President Wolf 
said that she polled the board and they were satisfied with the current rules. President Wolf communicated to 
the member that he could start a petition for a rule change, but he has declined to do so. 
 
 Finance Committee Report 

Chairman Robert Porbeck stated that the high points of finance were already covered by the Treasurer’s report, 
and went on to present his one page financial summary. There were only four contributions to AAME in the first 
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quarter, which is not unusual. Income of $4200 was reported from contributions and interest. Expenditures of 
$6750 were paid to scholarships and another $6750 to special projects. The $100,000 scholarship transfer is 
shown as an expenditure. The four new account balances are listed at the bottom of the report, and the old 
“open” account effectively goes away and has a zero balance. Future reports will show only the last 7 years of 
data. The principal of the scholarship endowment account is not planned to ever be withdrawn, although this 
balance could fluctuate up or down as the investments are tied to the stock market. Rob thanked Treasurer 
Hayes and Melynda for their work on finances. The Finance Committee Report is excerpted below. 
 

2019-20 1st Quarter Financial Report 
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Zane Boatwright asked for confirmation as to how to make contributions and where to send them. President 
Wolf said to make the check out to “University of Arkansas Foundation (AAME)”, and write AAME in memo line 
and list what portion, if any that you wish to go into the scholarship endowment, and send it to Melynda at the 
M.E. department. 
 
 Fundraising Committee 

Chairman Chris Weiser was not available for the meeting and there was no fundraising report. 
 
 Membership Committee Report 

A general report was not given, with the order of business being for the board and officers to meet and certify 
the new member nominations after the general meeting. 
 
 Student Liaison Committee 

Chairman Darren Talley reported on the fall student resume review event. Twenty-nine students were helped by 
AAME members. Darren thanked all the AAME members that helped and mentioned that Katrenia Taweel 
brought in some additional engineers from Tyson to assist. Darren has been talking to Melynda about potentially 
doing some additional mentoring for the students next semester, possibly utilizing Skype for remote mentoring, 
reviewing resumes, or providing other advisement. It was suggested that AAME consider working with the 
Society of Women’s engineers, perhaps by providing speakers at events. 

MECHANICAL ENGINEERING DEPARTMENT REPORT 

Dr. Nutter reported on the current state of the M.E. Department. Total enrollment for U of A is down a couple 
hundred. This was primarily driven by out of state students due to changes in scholarships and recruiting. The 
number of incoming freshmen to the Engineering College is down by over a hundred, with 711 students in fall 
2019 compared to over 800 in fall 2018. Mechanical Engineering has a total of about 600 students, made up of 
556 undergrad and 46 graduates, which is essentially flat compared to last year. Recruiting is currently 
increasing with more applications in so far this year, so enrollment is expecting to increase next year. The 
chancellor has given the impression that the University is no longer targeting a total enrollment of 30,000 
students, and will probably stick with about 27,000 given that the high school population is expected to be going 
down. Thank you notes were recently sent to AAME contributors, with over $13,000 in AAME scholarships given 
out. The M.E. department is excited about the new scholarship endowment program, and was grateful for the 
resume reviews and mock interviews provided by AAME, with greater participation by the students. The 
department has hired a new lab engineer, Mike Kyle, who has 15-20 years of design and manufacturing 
experience. Jason Bailey has moved to an instructor role handling the industrial capstone design projects. Jason 
will work as a small group advising role for many of the design teams. Fewer AAME engineers will be needed as 
advisors, but Will Myers is still helping. The department is in search of a Ph.D. teaching assistant professor for a 
January 1 start date. Dr. Nutter invited everyone to come and tour the new Mechatronics Lab. A lot of 
time/effort/money was spent this summer constructing, added lathes and mills to the student machine shop. 
Equipment was also added to the UA Fort Smith campus, including a new tensile tester. Preparation for ABET 
Accreditation renewal is gearing up, with a self-study report due in the spring. ABET auditors are expected on 
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campus in November 2020. Rick Couvillion is taking the lead for preparation. Work is being done to better 
integrate the various M.E. classes so they complement each other better to help students to be better 
designers. President Wolf thanked Dr. Nutter and Melynda for sending out the thank you letters to AAME 
members, and that letters she received in the past inspired here to contribute to the scholarship program. 
 
OLD BUSINESS 

1. President Wolf said that almost $7000 in contributions have been received for the tiered scholarship 
fund. Verbiage will be included with the new member ballot mailings encouraging members to 
contribute to this fund.  

2. Jim Evans said that he was disappointed that only 17 responses were received from the recent member 
survey. Dr. Nutter said he was planning on using some of the stories from the surveys in future student 
recruiting events. President Wolf thanked Jim for organizing the survey. 

 
NEW BUSINESS 

Melynda has concluded the Hembree Alumni House may not provide adequate seating for the 2020 AAME 
Banquet, and she is looking for alternative locations. President Wolf said we would go with Melynda’s 
recommendation for a different venue. 

CONCLUSION 

President Wolf thanked the membership who dialed in, and adjourned the general meeting. She then asked for 
members to hang up, and for board members and officers to remain online to certify the proposed inductee 
candidates. 

 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS AND OFFICERS CLOSED MEETING 

IN ATTENDANCE 

Jim Bacon 
Zane Boatwright 
Rick Couvillion 
Jim Evans 

Bob Harrison 
Melynda Hart 
Jeff Hayes 
Will Myers 

Pete Opper 
Cristine Wolf 

 
The AAME Officers and Board members reviewed the roster of candidates for election to AAME by the 
Membership Committee and voted on candidates to be certified for election. The certified candidates will be 
included on the ballot planned to be sent to the membership at the end of October.  
 
The next AAME meeting is planned to be held in either January or February, with a likely meeting date being 
Friday, January 31st. 
 
Minutes prepared and respectfully submitted by Pete Opper, 2019-2020 AAME Secretary, with special thanks to 
Melynda Hart for assistance. 
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