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Arkansas Academy of Mechanical Engineering (AAME) 

Annual Meeting and Board of Directors Meeting 

July 17, 2017 

Minutes 

 

CALL TO ORDER AND OPENING STATE OF THE ORGANIZATION REMARKS: 

The Annual Meeting of the Arkansas Academy of Mechanical Engineering was called to order at 8:01am Central 

Time on Monday July 17, 2017, by President Rick Couvillion.   

IN ATTENDANCE: President Rick Couvillion, Past-President Mac Hogan, President-Elect Richard Royal, MEEG 

Department Head Dr. Darin Nutter, MEEG Dept. Operations Manager Melynda Hart, Treasurer Jeff Hayes, 

Secretary Cristine Wolf, Bob Harrison, Will Myers, Jim Bacon, Bob Norwood, Zane Boatright, Don Johnston, Bill 

Green, Ted Ivy, Dave Albers. 

APPROVAL OF BOARD AND ANNUAL MEETING MINUTES 

President Couvillion presented the minutes of the AAME Annual and Board meeting in April 2017, as recorded 

by Secretary Cristine Wolf to the assembled members for approval; Will Myers had two corrections for the 

Student Liaison Committee section, which Secretary Wolf made to the minutes.   A motion was made to approve 

the corrected minutes, was seconded, and the minutes from the April 2017 Board meeting were approved.    

 

 TRESURER’S REPORT: 

Treasurer Jeff Hayes provided the Treasurer’s report.  The following are the financial and scholarship reports: 

Treasurer’s Report 
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Scholarship Report 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS: 

 Membership Committee Report: 

Chairman Bob Norwood presented the membership report.  The target for 2017-2018 is 15 new members.  Only 

three firm candidates have been identified so far.  22 members have volunteered to solicit new members; so far, 

14 names were identified, of which 10 have responded; of those 9 indicated interest, however, only three are 

firm candidates.   Bob will be sending out another AAME-wide solicitation for nominations.   Bob noted that he is 

undergoing some medical treatments, which are progressing well – but so as to protect against any time he 

might need to take off from his Membership Committee responsibilities, with President Couvillion’s approval, he 

has recruited Scott and Stacy Archer to join the Membership Committee and provide assistance.   

 Fundraising Committee: 

President Rick Couvillion presented the Fundraising Committee report.    Of the $36.2 million dollars raised by 

Campaign Arkansas from the College of Engineering (COE), $0.94 million ($943,000) is from ME graduates.    

Fundraising committee chairman Chris Weiser has proposed that AAME should establish a goal to increase that 

number, since it is a lower percentage of the total than desired, MEEG being the largest department in the COE.   

Bob Harrison stated that the AAME Charter is not to be a fundraising arm of the University; we have already 

donated significant funds to bricks and mortar.   He noted that in the past, AAME has been told by the University 

that Academies should not be actively fundraising for the University or COE.   Mac Hogan suggested instead that 

the Department should establish a goal, and AAME could assist.   Dr. Nutter noted that, as far as he knows, none 

of the COE Departments have established monetary goals for how much to raise for Campaign Arkansas.    Mac 

will make some inquiries, since he and Chris Weiser are both on the COE Campaign Arkansas Committee.  Mac 
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noted that in his opinion, without a goal/roadmap, it is harder to raise money.   Don Johnston noted that he 

feels the University should tell Mechanical Engineering how the fundraising efforts could benefit the 

department, since in past years (approximately eight years ago and prior), AAME have funded bricks and mortar 

improvements to the building.   

 Finance Committee Report: 

Chairman Rob Porbeck was not available for the meeting.   

 Awards and Nominations Committee: 

Chairman Rick Couvillion is considering who should be nominated for Distinguished Engineering Alumni award 

for next year.    

 Conduct and By-Laws Committee Report: 

Nothing to report. 

 

 ME SPECIAL PROJECTS REPORT AND BUDGET: 

Special Projects and Department report was presented by Department Head Darin Nutter and Instructor David 

Albers.   AAME congratulated Dr. Nutter on his recent appointment as MEEG Department Head; Dr. Nutter 

appreciated the congratulations.    Dr. Zhenghui Sha, a new Assistant Professor position was added to the faculty 

as of January 2017.   107 undergraduates were graduated from Fayetteville and Ft. Smith (95 from Fayetteville) 

this year.  He noted that students are receiving good job offers, and not having difficulties with being placed.    A 

number of NASA awards and grants have been received.   Caitlyn Gragg is a new department staff member, who 

will be replacing Brenda Bunch as the full-time Fiscal Support Specialist.  Numerous building improvements have 

been made, including $50,000 spent on renovations to the graduate student office.  New laser cutter and CNC 

machines have also been purchased for the machine lab. 

 

David Albers provided an update on Special Projects – he will be sending out a report to AAME with a list of 

companies that will be sponsoring projects.   The Department is looking for 8-10 project advisors from AAME.   

Clarified roles/responsibilities will be provided for teams/advisors.  It was noted that, because of geographical 

separation, it is sometimes difficult for advisers to meet personally with students – much of the interaction in 

those cases is made via teleconference.    More personal interaction is good when possible.    Mr. Albers 

summarized the design review process.   

 Newsletter and Publicity Report: 

Newsletter Editor Lamar Pettus was unable to be present, but is working on the current newsletter, and will be 

coordinating with Melynda Hart.  Melynda Hart solicited ideas for inputs/ideas.    Bob Norwood requested that a 

blurb be added requesting active AAME members to nominate new candidates. 

 Student Liaison Committee: 
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Chairman Will Myers presented the Student Liaison Committee report.   Will reviewed past records from resume 

reviews and mock interviews since 2014; turnout was much better when interviews were conducted at ME 

building.  He noted the Career Development Center is always appreciative of AAME help.  Will and Keith Rogers 

are involved with student essay development.  President Rick Couvillion noted that it might be helpful to do the 

resume reviews prior to the mock interviews.  Bob Harrison noted that he and others had conducted them 

together, since in actuality, employers look at the resume when the interview is in progress.   

OLD BUSINESS/REPORTS: 

Nothing to Report 

 

NEW BUSINESS: 

President Couvillion would like to “tighten up the band-width”.  That is to say, he would like to shorten remark 

times and increase annual meeting and banquet efficiency.  He may suggest a time limit for both introductions 

and the inductee remarks.  He will put together a proposal. 

President Couvillion then adjourned the meeting at 8:53 am, after adjournment having been motioned and 

seconded. 

 

Minutes Prepared and Respectfully Submitted by Cristine L. Wolf, AAME Secretary, with thanks to Melynda Hart. 

  


